Crossmarks

PASTOR®S PONDERI NGS

Markings

I enj oy the mar kmankipgs o6f itni nmay,
the year progresses, as the seasons change according to the
church year and according to the four seasons, each change
brings something new into our view, changing the mood that
fills the air.  The weekly Markings in our Sunday bulletin
packet reflect our activity which encourages our participation
in the life of our St. Mark congregation. It is a fun coincidence
that we are using the gospel of Mark as our primary gospel
lesson source for the church year (Year B of the Revised
Common Lectionary).

August marks my one year anniversary serving with you at
St. Mark, and it continues to feel good to be here. | started
here at the time of t he that ¢cinoemi
again & marked by our August 22 Yard Sale to offer the
students and our neighbors some home supplies and our Bake
Sale to offer sweet refreshment and calories which could mark
an increase on the scale if one is not careful.

Mark my words, we are doing good work as we gather and
redistribute what we have in order to provide financial support
to two of our ministry interests: PACEM, which houses the
homeless during the winter months, and the local Food Bank
that has seen a great increase in demand.

The sign of the cross marked on my
forehead at my baptism, which indicates

| was sealed with the cross of Christ

forever, continues to mark whosel am,

a child of

grace.

| write this as a way to mark the
wonder ful first y e
get her , made possi bl
to us, bringing pastor and people together
at St. Mark Lutheran Church in Charlottesville, Va. How
blessed we are to be doing more than marking time, but living
out our call to Christés missid
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CROSSMARKS

HABITAT TOUR - August9

Join Habitat organizer, Meghan Doletzky,
after the service August 9th on an informational tour
of current and future Habitat worksites

and a stop at the Habitat Store.

Transportation is provided, with seating for 12 passengers.
Sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex or
contact Jessica at 293 -3311 or office@stmarklutheran.org.

(A second tour will be scheduled if
more than twelve wish to come!)

MENOS BREAKFAST

Remember to attend the Men's Breakfast Meeting
on Friday, August 7th at 7:15 a.m. at the
Golden Corral Restaurant, 29 North, next to
the Post Office. See you there!

Mike Viise

970-1032

WOMENOS BOOK CLUB

READERO®S CHOI CE!

August is always a fun month at Book Club because everyone
reports on the books that they have been reading recently. This
is of course above and beyond the monthly book club selection!
We call it Reader's Choice and | always get several suggestions
to add to the growing list of books waiting for me to read.

Join us on Monday, August 24th at
7:30pm and find out what everyone
has been reading this summer.

Linda Schomaker
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REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

Care for Creation

" N
C‘) APPLYING O BRE FOR CREATION 8TO l‘)

OUR WORSHIP BULLETIN FORMAT

We have a rich variety of worship options that Kristi varies
throughout the church year. We began using an inclusive
bulletin format more than a year ago and it is working very
well.

The bulletin packet includes the worship sequence and the
corresponding texts, the prayer lists and worship leader
assignments and weekly news. All these important pages add
up, and it was noted that we recycle a lot of paper.

To apply the other options
mission council decided to try saving on paper and toner by
creating a reusable worship guide for the month of August,
accompanied by an insert every week for the unique Sunday
worship details as a quick reference.

We 6 | | try this for the mont
worship setting for all five Sundays.

We hope to hear your response to:

. the idea to reduce, reuse and recycle more wisely
. the ease of use of the product we create
for Sunday morning worship
. the ease of distribution by the ushers
. sorting what we reuse and what gets recycled

Mission Council
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BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 9 th

ST. MARK CHOIR

If you like to sing and make music, please consider making
choir part of your church routine this fall. Men and women,
college students, and youth are all invited to sing in the adult
choir. We meet on Wednesday evenings to practice at 7:00 pm,
and our new choir season starts on September 9.

Hope you can join us!
Kristi Van Doorn

Important E

DATES/ -7 /

August 2

Book of Faith

Jeremiah 1:4-19

9:00 am - Student Room

August 7

Mends Breakf ast

7:15 am - Golden Corral

August 9
Book of Faith
Jeremiah 1:4-19

Jahn 8:31-36 p
8Y & il e Goond N

9:00 am -

Habitat Tour
-following the service -

August 11

m

0 MissioA Cogntil Méeting U S i

7:00 pm - Library

August 16

Book of Faith

John 8:31-36

Romans 7:15-25a

9:00 am - Student Room

August 19
Newsletter Deadline

August 22
Yard & Bake Sale
8:00 am - Student Room

August 23

Book of Faith

Romans 7:15-25a

9:00 am - Student Room

August 24
Womends Book
7:30 pm - Student Room

August 30
Book of Faith
9:00 am - Student Room

August 31
Worship & Music Committee
12:30 pm - Library

Cl

Tuesdays at 11:30 am:
Prayer in the Nave

Sunday School resumes
September 13 at 9:00 am
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CROSSMARKS

Worship & Music
Committee Meeting

Mark your calendars!
Monday, August 31
12:30 p.m. in the Library

STRENGTH THROUGH SCR IPTURE

Power in the Spirit

Welcome to

St. Mark

We welcome
the Isakson Family
to St. Mark Lutheran!
Brant & Amy Isakson
Josef & Nicholas
1660 Shady Grove Ct
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-760-2374
amyisakson@yahoo.com

20)

From the Food Bank

In the months of May and
June 2009, the people of
St. Mark donated 30 pounds
of food, that is 23 meals go-
ing to hungry people in
need.

Thank you for

generous support of
community!

your
our

Still wondering what oOPower in
Wisco, or Bill and Linda Roberts, or Helen Ida Moyer, for we all
attended this absolutely wonderful inspirational conference
sponsored by our own Virginia Synod at Roanoke College July 9 -11.

This year, the conference focused on the first language of our
faith, the language of Scripture. The keynote speaker, the
Reverend Dr. Mark Allen Powell, opened the conference telling us
that the Bible is food, bread that we need to survive, a dynamic
force that can make things happen: as it engages us, it changes
us... He stressed that throughout the Bible, ie. in both the Old and
New Testaments, it reveals Jesus Christ to us and preaches both
law and gospel: the law accuses, judges, and condemns us and the
gospel comforts, saves, and redeems us.

Scripture both reveals and heals our brokenness; both of these
messages are present all through the Bible. The law makes us fear
God and the gospel makes us love God. Everything in the Bible
brings us to Jesus Christ, since
to bring us into a relationship with Jesus Christ who sets us right
with God. Then, redeemed, we take delight in the law.

As we read each passage in the Bible we need to consider how it
shows wus Chri st and Christds wi
These same themes were stressed in the second keynote address
and the two very illuminating Bible studies all given by Dr. Powell,
as well as in the four separate workshops that | happened to choose
from the 32 offered on quite a variety of topics. All of them are
thought provoking, and the great part is to be able to be in dialogue
about these topics with other Lutherans from all over our state!

Mark your calendars now to join in that conversation next year
July 8-10, 2010. The music presenter will be Marty Haugen,
composer of one of my favorite
Feast and Celebrationd6 (167), an
0OAlIl Are Welcomed (641) and O0She

The ELCA Book of Faith Initiative  helps us explore the Bible in
terms of these key themes stressed by Dr. Powell and the other
presenters, including Dave Delaney, who formerly served St. Mark
in our Campus Ministry and who is now Director for Youth &
Young Adult Ministries for the Virginia Synod.

The Augsburg Fortress Pr esddava
companiond for your BLutheran Stwdy Bidle
using the highly respected New Revised Standard Version transla-
tion. The hardcover edition sells for $35, but if we order 10 or
more, the price would be just $25. Please let me or Jessica in the
office know if you would be interested in getting a copy. (293 -3311
or office@stmarklutheran.org)

Helen Ida Moyer
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CROSSMARKS

CALLING ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS!

Wedd LI ke to

gt

Please send your land and email addresses to the

office to update the church directory and to receive

our newsletter while
434-293-3311 or office @stmarklutheran.org

And, when you get to campus, look up your local
chapter of Lutheran Student Ministry.

Have a great semester!

y o

PIANO LESSONS

Over the years, many of you in the congregation have asked
me if | give piano lessons. The answer is YES!

| teach a limited number of students on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. Right now | have a couple empty lesson slots for
the new school year.

So, if your child might be interested in taking piano
lessons this fall, give me a call.

Kristi Van Doorn
971-1491

CROP WALK -2009

The 38th Annual Charlottesville Albemarle
CROP WALK will be on Sunday, October 11th,
2009. Last year $35,754 was raised for local and
international hunger relief.

The CROP WALK will follow a 10 kilometer
route which starts and ends at First Presbyterian Church.
Participants will walk through the Downtown Mall and along
Ridge Street, Cherry Ave., Jefferson Park Ave., and Main
Street.

CROP WALKSs are held across the nation throughout the
year, joining volunteers from all corners of our culture
to raise awareness and raise funds for hunger relief.
A desire to ease the suffering of others is the only
requirement for participation.

We can end hunger, one step at a time.

Tp u
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so much fun! We did a lot
of painting and glittering.
animals comprised the
subject matter of the first
lot of red, white and blue
projects at the end of June.
doing nursery rhymes and

projects which go along

NEWS | N
\ 4
Our summer school was
Ocean, beach and water
two weeks. Then we did a
The last week was spent
with that theme.

We enjoy the outside
playground in the early
hours. Then we go indoors
for stories, music and
shacks. The last part of the
day is spent in the Fellow-
ship Hall. It is great to
have a play spot when
temperature and humidity
outside are high.

We do still have
openings for fall in the
3-day 4-yr-old class, the

5-day 4-yr-old class, and in
the January 2 Y-yr-old
class. | am hoping that
these places fill during the

summer. Please tell your
friends about us!

Jill Carey
293-0792







